Fulton Falcons

Our mission is to promote academic excellence and establish a lifelong foundation for success in a safe learning environment that is focused on the unique needs of
the middle school learner as they transition from elementary school and move toward the challenges of high school.

Chris Christensen, Principal www.fvsd.k12.ca.us/schools.asp December 2007

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE, Chris Christensen
Absences

a2
bsences from school can be a big problem for many reasons. First of all, when students are absent, they :
miss important lessons and activities. Secondly, student absences also financially impact schools. For each day a
student attends school we receive approximately $27. In September alone we “lost” about $12,000. It is understandable
that students must miss school for illnesses and emergencies; however, many absences, such as, vacations and “the snif-

fles” are avoidable. Finally, don’t forget to call the school office, 375-2816, by 9:00 a.m. to report your child’s absence.

Vacation Policy

Although we don’t encourage families to take vacations during the regular school year; sometimes family vacations are
unavoidable. Therefore, if you are going to take a vacation during school, please adhere to the following FVSD guide-
lines:

Homework during vacation: Requests for advance homework are only granted with prior notification.

24 hours notice must be given for each day of vacation/absence, up to a maximum of three days. (For

instance, if you are going to be absent for two days, then you must notify the school office and your

child' s teachers at

| east 4 8

hours in advance).

Thank you for your help and support in making sure your child attends school and is on time each day!

ACTIVITIES, Staci Fiores

1 Pep Rally: Our first pep rally of the year was on No-
vember 27 in celebration of our upcoming soccer tourna-
ment. Student Council did an awesome job organizing
this event. We began the festivities with a recording of
the National Anthem followed by the introduction of the
boys and girls soccer teams and the cheerleaders, who
gave a spirited performance! The Home-
room Pig Race and Pageant was also held
at the pep rally for the qualifying home-
rooms from the Magazine Sale. The win-
ners of the Pig Race were Mr. Rybacki’s,
Ms. Menendez’s, and Mrs. Taylor’s home-
rooms. The winners of the Pig Pageant
were Mr. LeBail’s, Mrs. Fockler’s, and Mr. Hood’s
homerooms. The rally was great fun! It gave students
and staff an opportunity to show their school spirit and
support our soccer teams.

1 Soccer Tournament: The District Soccer Tournament
was held at Talbert Middle School on November
28. Fulton, Moiola, Talbert, and Masuda competed for
the title of District Champion. Our Fulton teams did an
outstanding job. Our girls team, coached by Miss Lloyd,
took 1% place; our boys, coached by Mr. LeBail, took
2", Congratulations to both our teams, who did an awe-
some job—-we are proud of you! Thank you to all the

students and staff members who made this exciting day
possible.

1 Wreath Decorating Contest: Several holiday activities
are now being organized for December. This year class-
rooms will participate in a Wreath Decorating Con-
test. Wreaths will be handed out on December 10, and will
be judged on the 18"™. The categories are “Most Festive”
and “Most Creative.” There will be a winner in each cate-
gory from each grade level. Mr. Christensen and Mr.
Mullin will be our judges. Good luck to all homerooms!

1 Holiday Grams: Thank you to all students who turned
in designs to be considered for this year’s Holiday
Grams! We had some beautiful designs submitted this
year. Student Council will sell Holiday Grams December
10-13. Grams will be sold during recess and lunch (near
the 6" and 7" grade lunch area) to 7" graders on December
10; 6™ graders - December 11; and 8" graders - December
12. All grams must be labeled with the recipient’s name
and homeroom and turned into the office no later than De-
cember 13. Holiday Grams are $0.25 each.

1 Music Concert: On December 13, Fulton will hold its
Winter Music Concert. The concert will be held in the li-
brary at 7:00 p.m. under the direction of Mr. Fred Peters.

Come out for a great concert, and show your support to our
music program\!g%%ﬁﬁ
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SLIP NEWS, Beth Fockler

What is School Site Council? The Site Council is responsible for the administration of the School and Library Improve-
ment Program (SLIP), also called the Single School Plan for Student Achievement. This plan targets Fulton’s at-risk
students, those who test at the Basic, Below Basic, or Far Below Basic categories for math, English, social studies, and
science on the California Standards Tests (CST) administered in the spring. This year, we will write new goals aimed
at improving the CST scores of our at-risk students. Besides administering the Single School Plan, Site Council approves
the budget connected to the Plan.

The makeup of Site Council members is three parents, three students, three teachers, and three other staff members. This
year’s Site Council members are parents Catherine Bridges, Meg Kelly, and Erin Kominsky; students Jaime Dang, Jes-
sica Le, and Cindy Nguyen; teachers Ric Cox, Judi Dane, and Michael Waldinger; other staff members Beth Fockler
(SLIP Coordinator), Chris Christensen (Principal), and Chris Mullin (Asst. Principal). Thank you to all Site Council
Members for volunteering your time and efforts.

School Site Council held the first meeting of the year on Tuesday, October 23, 2007. At the meeting, Council positions
were decided: Beth Fockler, Chairperson; Chris Christensen, Vice Chairperson; Cindy Nguyen, Secretary; Catherine
Bridges, SIDAC representatives. Site Council also set the calendar for the 2007-2008 school year. Meetings will be
held in room 21 from 2:45 — 3:30 on the following afternoons:

November 27, 2007; January 22, 2008; March 18, 2008; May 20, 2008

The Fulton community is invited to attend all meetings. Finally, the Site Council approved our preliminary budget for
the school year. Our preliminary budget is set at $96,796.00. The final budget amount will be known when we receive
the exact dollar amounts from the State in December. The finalized budget should be approved at our January meeting.

KID KONNECTION CANNED FOOD DRIVE zc;u;irclilsl)ld will earn a spirit or service point (maximum of
Did you know there are over 200,000 children in Orange
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run through the week of December 12. Please help us

live right here in Fountain Valley. It’s .
& Y beat last year’s total and make this our best year ever!

time again for Kid Konnection’s annual ,
Canned Food Drive. So let’s do it again! MM
Open up your he?rts (and cupboa'rds) and wﬂ Any canned food (e.g. fruit, vegetables, soup, meat)
send your donation to school with your N\ 1 Boxed goods that have a long shelf life

child. For every five cans you donate, {1 Peanut butter

Here are a few suggestions:

DECEMBER CALENDAR

3-5 Benchmark Testing
6 Kid Konnection Dance for Mrs. Parra’s Class

|

a Py ' 1 11 Vision/Hearing Recheck

f Wave Demonstration during PE

/- J 13 Fulton’s Instrumental Music Concert, 7 p.m.
ou ay S Report Card Grades go Home

14 BMX (Magazine Reward) Assembly

18 Olvera Street Excursion for 8th gr. Spanish students
19 Camfel Assembly

20 Staff Development Day #2 (Non Student Day—No School)

WINTER RECESS—DECEMBER 21 THROUGH JANUARY 4
School Resumes January 7, 2008




